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Abstract 
Chairperson:  Karen Kaufmann 
Committee Members:  Justin Lewis and Alex Uerling 
 
  Reading attitudes and habits rapidly decline for children by age 9. Around this same time, 
parents disengage from read aloud while teachers continue to ask for more reading support at 
home. The focus of this study was to find how fifth-grade students and parents responded to a 
consistent and well-supported Family Read Aloud program with the claim it would increase the 
desire to read and promote reading as a pleasurable and worthwhile task. The study was framed 
around building a routine to establish and maintain reading habits at home while supporting 
parents on the best practices for read aloud. Multiple data sources in the open- and close-ended 
formats, including surveys, observations, and discussion, were used to collect data. Results 
indicated 95% of parents and 93% of students viewed read aloud as a positive experience for 
their family. Additionally, 64% of students asked for more read aloud time, and 73% of families 
planned to continue reading aloud after the program's conclusion. With teachers, parents, and 
students working and learning together; it is possible to turn the reading decline around and 
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As an educator of 10 years, developing a passion and love of reading in young children 
has been a priority. In an age of distraction, I have seen a significant decrease in the motivation, 
desire, and sustainability of reading amongst school-age children. Recognizing this decrease led 
me to believe there was work to be done in the classroom to build a life-long love of reading in 
children.  
A few years ago, I implemented the 40 Book Challenge in my classroom. It was a means of 
setting goals and motivating students to read. Not all kids got there, but I found that if they read 
16 books, it was probably 16 more than they read the year before. For years I was stuck in a rut 
with how to monitor students' independent reading. I wanted to do away with reading logs and 
find a way to engage independent readers authentically. After my first year of implementation, I 
found the challenge was much more than that. I learned it was an excellent tool for exposing kids 
to various genres, providing book talks, holding kids accountable, modeling good reading 
behavior, and instilling a life-long love of reading. Not to mention, a little competition amongst 
kids goes a long way. I have been overwhelmed with the program's overall success, and for the 
past three years, each of my classes has read over 1,000 books. 
The success of this in-school program convinced me there was still more to be done to 
promote good reading habits and attitudes. I knew the twenty to thirty minutes of reading in my 
classroom was not nearly enough; it also needed to be done at home. I was curious. If I could 
ignite a fire for reading in the classroom, could I do the same outside of it? Could I show students 




engage and support parents in an understanding of the importance of reading? Together, 
parents and teacher, we could build and support a love of literacy.  
As a fifth grade teacher, the decision to start a Family Read Aloud Club provided an 
opportunity for students to be exposed to books outside of the classroom.  Read aloud is said to 
be the single most important activity for eventual success in reading. While it is essential, it is 
also the simplest activity for parents to execute at home. My objective and overall hope for the 
project was to increase student and parent attitudes towards reading, make read aloud a habit in 
the home, and encourage a surge in independent reading. The Family Read Aloud Club provided 
parents a direct link to student learning and growth and made them active participants in their 
child's education.  
While all of these things transpired, what I truly found from this project was a way to 
build layers of connections and community amongst readers and families. I supplied a 
mechanism for the parent and child to build a strong and connected relationship through time 
spent reading, discussing, and taking part in shared activities. This work supports and builds upon 
the traditional work done in the classroom to strengthen classroom culture and climate. 
Including parents in the partnership elevated the educational community above and beyond 
what I could solely provide, establish, and maintain. Layers of connections in the classroom, 
school, and home are fundamental to building a thriving educational community.  
There is an educational adage that goes, "What we teach children to love and desire will 
always outweigh what we make them learn (Trelease 2017)." I hope children see the beauty of 
reading, find it pleasurable, and are self-motivated to do more of it. I wanted this not only for 




help students learn, but If I can help just one child find the passion and desire to read, I will have 
accomplished what I set out to do in this project.  
Methodology 
This study focuses on the participation of sixteen 5th grade families and their students 
from Jeannette Rankin Elementary in Missoula, Montana. The school’s socio-economic status is 
the highest in the district, with only 18% economically disadvantaged and a 90% Caucasian 
student population. By year’s end, 80% of students are proficient in reading and writing.  
Historically, parent involvement is high and the majority of students come from a 2 parent 
household with educated, working parents.  
After extensive research and careful consideration of my goals, I established the Family 
Read Aloud Club. Over six months, I hosted a total of five book clubs. The club framework was 
developed to support parents on the benefits of read aloud, provide tips and tools for reading at 
home, and encourage natural and healthy discussion and connection. 
 At the start of each club, email communication was sent to parents, and I hand-delivered 
book bags to students. These bags included parent support sheets, a flexible schedule, and 
additional reading options for early finishers. Most clubs lasted between four and five weeks and 
gave ample time to read the book selection. 
One week before gathering, a reminder email was sent to parents. This email detailed the 
meeting date/time, Zoom Links, and preparation materials. I offered two meeting dates for each 
club to allow for smaller and more intimate gatherings. At 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday and Wednesday 
nights, families would come together as a reading community to discuss the monthly book. 




Respondents answered questions about the effectiveness of the club and offered suggestions for 
future clubs. The information gained from these surveys allowed me to gauge the success of my 
work and plan for the future.  
 Just as one club wrapped up, the next would launch. The book clubs continued to work 
this way until the start of book club #4. At this time, I offered families a choice between two 
books. The fifth and final club was completely family-led, both book choice and discussion 
options. The final Zoom gathering was a celebration of the work completed and means to 
promote reading and build excitement for new books.  
 Upon completion of the project, parents and students took an exit survey to reflect on 
the entire book club process, benefits, and the future of read aloud at home. 
Literature Review 
My project research was predominately on the benefits of read aloud, integrating read 
aloud into the framework of family reading, and best-supporting parents outside of the 
classroom. Promoting the benefits of read aloud in upper elementary students is challenging. 
Moreover, how do I encourage healthy reading habits at home when so many parents have 
already checked out of reading to their kids years ago and believe this work falls on the teacher? 
By fifth grade, reading instruction is primarily learned in the classroom; however, integrating 
read aloud at home is essential. 
Contribution of Read Aloud and Reader Attitude toward Reading Engagement 
Research indicates that reading and read aloud are on the decline for upper elementary 




parents, and students. In addition, time, lack of resources, and technology are also factors that 
contribute to this decline.  
The Decline of Read Aloud  
If one were to ask a parent if they read to their child from birth to third grade, you would 
get a resounding yes. But, something happens around the age of 9. According to Scholastic, who 
publishes the Kids & Family Reading Report, the number of minutes students are engrossed in 
reading and read aloud drastically declines with each year after. Reaching reading proficiency by 
third grade, age 9, is a clear predictor for academic success. Yet, in this report, it is at this stage 
that children's frequency of reading books for fun begins to drop: only 35% of nine-year-olds 
report reading 5-7 days a week compared to 57% of eight-year-olds (YouGov, 2019). As reported 
by the International Literacy Association, Literacy as a leisure activity will virtually disappear in 
half a century (2018). I see this decline in my classroom and my own children's reading habits. 
The older they get, the harder it is to encourage reading. The books are often pushed aside and 
replaced with social media, YouTube, or online games.  
Children at age 9 are slowly disengaging from reading, and the same holds true for the 
parent-led read aloud. In the same Scholastic Report, read aloud begins to decline around age 5. 
The continuation of read aloud past kindergarten is a critical factor in predicting whether or not 
children ages 6-11 will be frequent readers (YouGov, 2019). The age of 5 is a significant number 
because this is when children enter school, and for many parents, their job of reading is done. As 
a parent, I, too, decreased the nighttime stories as my children became school-aged. Jim 
Trelease, author of Jim Trelease's Read Aloud Handbook, shares the staggering decline in read 




compared to 21% for 9 to 11-year olds, and 7% for teens age 12 to 14 (2017, 11). There are many 
reasons for this decline. Among the most common are:  time, a student's independent reading, 
and a parent's unawareness of continued read aloud benefit.  
In a case study, Merga found that 71% of parents reported time as the number one 
barrier to read aloud, while 22% claim it is unnecessary as the child already knows how to read 
independently (2018, 181). Ledger shares a parent's perspective on the lack of read aloud, "He 
can already read, so why would I need to read to him (2018, 131)?" This quote reflects the 
common assumption that once a student's independent reading skills have been attained, it is no 
longer within the scope of the parental responsibility. The biggest mistake parents can make is 
stopping read aloud too soon. Parents must be creative with their time and look past their child's 
independent reading ability. Families need to prioritize read aloud in the home where possible. 
Ledger found that 87% of students wanted a greater read aloud frequency at home (2018, 131). 
I am guilty of using these excuses myself:  I don't have time, I have work to do, or you 
know how to read. Based on readings and the bleak data, I assumed my classroom parents were 
doing the same. For the Family Read Aloud club to be successful, parents needed to prioritize 
and make the time for read aloud.  
Attitudes Toward Reading and Read Aloud 
Reading attitude is a system of feelings related to reading which cause the learner to 
approach or avoid a reading situation. According to Lee, "Reading attitude is generally known as 
an important component in reading curriculum, and the development of attitudes toward 
reading in children concerns the engagement in sustained reading throughout their adult life 




age. Students in the primary grades are primed for reading and doing so with a positive attitude; 
however, by 4th grade, there is a severe decline in attitude toward reading. For most students in 
upper elementary, reading is viewed as academic and task-oriented rather than for pleasure and 
enjoyment.  
For one, most educators are killing the love of reading. By nine years old, reading means 
taking something in and doing something with it. In an age where test prep and state standards 
are at an all-time high, a teacher's primary focus is to use reading as a means of academic 
outcomes. To read means to complete tasks, answer questions, and take tests. How is this 
pleasurable for kids? How is doing this work day in and day out growing a love of reading? We 
read, produce, and turn in. Reading instruction in the classroom must have more purpose than 
checking off a task; A routine around reading for enjoyment must be built and maintained. 
Reading is enjoyable and should be seen by students as something they want more of, not less. 
Students should be begging teachers for reading time in the classroom. If kids are burdened with 
boring and joyless tasks, how can educators expect them to read at home? "It is the attitude and 
desire to read, rather than the skill or literacy ability that determines whether one chooses to 
read or not (Ledger 2004)." 
The home is one of the largest contributors to a child's attitudinal success. The parent is 
the child's first educator; therefore, they influence how much experience a child has with a book 
or other reading materials. A home with good reading models and parents who spend time 
reading themselves and to others has a high probability of maintaining a positive reading attitude 




Far too often, parents underestimate how much their attitudes and habits influence their 
child's reading. Rather than focusing solely on the child's reading attitude, Merga insists a 
parent's motivation is equally as important to a child's eventual success in reading. The 
excitement and interest in reading transfer from parents to their children. A parent's enjoyment 
of read aloud is central to their willingness to engage frequently in this beneficial literacy practice 
(2018, 178). If a parent views reading as tedious, task-driven, and dull, the child will most likely 
assume the same attitude. It is truly up to the parent to model, value, and shape the reading 
atmosphere at home.  
Studies have shown that children with the most interest and positivity toward reading 
come from homes where books and print are spread throughout the house. Put books 
everywhere. Have books in baskets, in the car, on the kitchen counter. Make them accessible at 
all times (Trelease 2017, 33). Mackenzie agrees; put your books front and center. Keep them 
handy; that way, you don't have to go out of your way to read because you have them right there 
(2018, 125). The Family Read Aloud Book Club is another opportunity to put books in the hands 
of my students. Yet, handing families a book is not enough.  
When books are not present in the home, other recreational activities tend to take the 
place of reading. Television, gaming, and devices are preferred leisure activities to reading. In 
fact, when Lee and Koa surveyed school-age children, 100% of students reported having enough 
time for television; meanwhile, 22% of children reported they did not have time to read (2014, 
131). This affirms that students with average to poor attitudes toward reading may not read 




activity must change. It is a slow process and won't happen overnight, but with practice and the 
right tools, books can provide hours of entertainment.  
The Classroom and Read Aloud  
Classroom read aloud is also on the decline. Not only does it decline, but in some cases, it 
is non-existent. With the increasing demands of academic standards and state testing, read aloud 
is the first item chopped from lesson plans. In fact, only 3% of older kids reported being read to 
every day in the classroom, 26 % often, and 68% sometimes (Ledger 2018, 132). These statistics 
are not surprising, but educators must do better. If read aloud is at the heart of education and 
the single most important activity, then teachers must find a way to ensure it happens in the 
classroom. 
Ledger, who captured the voices of young children and their attitudes toward read aloud 
reported that 74% of students in upper cohorts enjoy being read to in the classroom, yet many 
are not receiving it. Students view read aloud as a time to calm down, to learn new words, make 
predictions, and enjoy a story; however, they also shared their frustrations: we only read when 
there is extra time in the day, read aloud is a special time, or we only get it when all the work is 
done. One student even mentioned, "I don't even think my teacher likes reading; she isn't a big 
lover of books (2004, 130)." If teachers stop advertising reading, they stop selling books.  
The majority of teachers are guilty of cutting this precious time to include more work, 
more assignments. Are we sending a message that read aloud is not important, that read aloud 
can only happen when the work is done? Read aloud in the classroom must be non-negotiable; it 
needs to happen every day as part of the standard routine. When asked how often read aloud 




Direct Benefit of Read Aloud and Supporting Parents 
There is a common misunderstanding among parents and teachers about the benefits of 
read aloud to older children. Trelease emphasizes, "Imagine what could be done if someone 
were pushing to reach parents advocating the benefits of reading aloud and promoting it from 
the rooftops (2017, xvi)." Teachers need to send a strong message to continue read aloud 
beyond the primary years. Research suggests an effective partnership between educators and 
parents provides practical strategies to enhance home support for reading. 
Benefits of Read Aloud at Home 
One of the most important things a parent can do beyond keeping a child safe and 
healthy is to read to them. This simple practice impacts a child both academically and 
emotionally. There are many known benefits of read aloud, however for this project, three stand 
out above the rest:  social and emotional connection, fostering a love of reading, and an increase 
in independent reading. 
One of the most valuable benefits of read aloud is the social and emotional connection 
between parent and child. All parents hope to build a long and lasting relationship with their 
child. Busy parents struggle to connect with older kids. Reading books together can bond parent 
to child with experiences that last a lifetime. And, it impacts not only the child but also the 
parent. Making meaningful and lasting connections with our kids requires that we be fully 
present and focus on what matters most. It means showing up and giving your best. 
 Read aloud helps parents and child to step outside of the noise, the hustle and bustle of 
life, and even the friction in the home, and be completely present. "In the moment, parents are 




Read aloud or even time to read goes out the window. All it takes is 10 minutes. Really, it 
requires very little time commitment to let read aloud shine (Makenzie 2018, 37)." When a 
parent chooses to read aloud to a child, it sends the message, "You are worth the time this will 
take (Trelease 2017, 164)." 
Both Trelease and Mackenzie agree read aloud helps parents to teach the heart. "You 
make better people by educating children's brains and hearts (Trelease 2017, 159)." Parents can't 
bear the brunt of it all: teaching life lessons, experiencing difficulty, and seeing different points of 
view. This is especially true when children do not have the opportunity to experience these 
events in their daily life. Reading allows time to practice experiencing the world. "A child who has 
heard many stories will have been given practice that will prepare him in a way ordinary 
childhood could not possibly offer (Mackenzie 2018, 47). The reader lives the hard decisions in 
his imagination. He sees all the outcomes. Trelease insists, "Don't shy away from the difficult 
subject matter. Reading is a good way to talk about it. Sometimes it makes it easier to talk about 
it through the lens of a character (2017, 22)." When it comes to imparting truth to our kids, 
nagging lectures from adults simply can't compare with a story. Reading aloud helps the child 
realize life is difficult. It gives them a chance to walk a mile in someone else's shoes. We start a 
book in one place, and we leave it in another. Children who have access to books are children 
better prepared to meet their future. 
Fostering a love of reading or reading for pure joy is a key benefit to read aloud. Kids must 
view reading as a pleasurable activity rather than just an educational task. However, research 
shows children reach their peak engagement with reading books for fun at a very early age, and 




shares 40% of 8-year old's read for enjoyment purposes, compared to 28% of 9-year old's 
(YouGov). Reading at whim and for sheer delight is on the decline, and many researchers blame 
both teachers and parents for the constant and consistent push of text analysis, questioning, and 
quizzing. If a child seldom experiences the pleasure of reading and is constantly met with 
displeasures, then the natural reaction will be to withdrawal from books (Trelease 2017, 13). 
There is a time and a place for these skills, but reading at home is meant for pleasure. Home is 
where children should fall in love with books. According to Mackenzie, "If we want our children 
to enjoy reading- if we want them to read not just because they can, but because they want to-, 
then we must do more than merely teach our children how to decode and answer questions 
(2018, 70)." Children must be free to fall in love with stories. Read aloud takes away the 
pressures of decoding and allows the mind to wander, imagine, and be part of the story. Reading 
aloud sends a message to the brain to associate books and print with pleasure.  
One thing is certain: reading begets reading. Read aloud is a catalyst for the child wanting 
to read on his own. The more a student reads or is read to, the more he or she will want to read. 
Reading aloud and reading alone are not mutually exclusive; Students need to be doing both 
(Trelease 2017, 14). In other words, there is a positive correlation between read aloud and the 
amount of time students spend reading for pleasure. This suggests that providing students with 
the opportunity to listen and leisurely enjoy books impacts a student's attitude and behavior 
towards silent reading. The read aloud experience, delivered by parent or teacher, holds the 
power to engage students in picking up a book and reading independently. When a student can 
see and hear a fluent-adult reading aloud passionately, they will also share those feelings and be 




independently is more often caught than taught. It is up to parents to ignite the fire at home with 
read aloud, which equates to more independent reading.  
Read aloud is associated with motivational benefits for parents as well. The Scholastic 
Reading report found that 97% of parents enjoy reading to kids, yet, only 84% enjoy reading 
independently for pleasure. More parents enjoyed reading aloud than independent reading 
suggests that children may increase parental engagement in reading (YouGov date). If the parent 
was not a reader growing up, reading to kids gives them the chance to meet the child they used 
to be and read the books they've never read (Matthiessen 2017). Also, the number of adults 
reading literature books is on the decline. In 2015, only 43% of adults read any fiction in a year 
(Trelease 2017, 12). The initial intent of the Read Aloud Book Club was to increase the attitude 
and frequency of reading for pleasure for students. However, read aloud had the potential to 
develop my student's parents as readers and strengthen their reading habits alongside their 
child's. 
School-Home Connection- Parent Support 
Starting in kindergarten, students spend approximately 70% of their time outside of 
school. So, what can teachers do to tap into this abundance of time? Christenson, who has spent 
her career focused on family-school partnership and student engagement, points out, "It is all 
about how students use their time and the learning opportunities and supports outside of school 
that highly influence their reading progress and performance at school (2002)." Deskins also 
agrees that one of the most powerful partners in education is the parent. The responsibility of 
learning can not fall entirely on the teacher (2001, 34). Both of these authors have affirmed the 




parents who are more than willing to lend a hand and invest time and energy in their children. I 
am aware that a student's academic growth and success fall on me, but I can and should lean on 
families to share in this load.  
In my 10 years of teaching, I have done little to tap into the essential time outside of the 
classroom. Over the years, I have worked closely with parents regarding weekly communication, 
grades, events, and conferences, but have done few things to support academics at home. 
According to Waterford, the work I have done with families is parent involvement, but I must 
engage parents. Parent involvement is a prerequisite for engagement, but educators see a 
profound change in their classroom: increased attendance, higher test scores, and increased 
confidence and motivation for those who engage with parents. He makes a strong point, "As 
educators, if we don't make space for parent partnership in our schools and classrooms, we're 
limiting our classroom capacity for growth (2019)." 
It is not uncommon for a parent to ask a teacher how they can support their child outside 
of the classroom, and a typical response is, "Have your child read." Most teachers know little to 
nothing will be done to support this effort. Educators often face challenges when attempts to 
engage parents fail. Teachers take this as the parent not caring, but the issue is usually a lack of 
resources, not care (Lee and Leadbetter 2016). 
As an educator, it is my responsibility to engage parents with meaningful enrichment and 
create a partnership between school and home. Really, how can parents help me do my job 
better? This does not happen without a clear action plan; simply asking is not enough. Educators 
must help parents think about, accept, and value their educational role at home and how to 




when they experience these factors: expectations, structure, support, climate/relationship, 
modeling (Christenson 2004, 8).  
Simply asking parents to join my Read Aloud Club was not enough. A plan was needed, 
one in which parents could confidently commit. There are three key building blocks to ensure 
structure and connection at home:  consistency, predictability, and follow-through (CDC, 2019). 
With this understanding, a solid structure for the Family Read Aloud program could take shape, 
one that would benefit both parent and student.  
In the end, the strongest benefit for children is to know their parents and teachers are 
reading, sharing, and learning together. A child may learn for the first time that both sets of 
adults care deeply about them. Children feel more comfortable when they know their families 
and teacher respect one another and have positive relationships, and that teachers are better 
able to then bond with children (Dejong 2013, 66). I am excited to have parents reinforce 
engagement and motivation to read, and I'm hopeful that together, we can provide the child 
with a clear and positive message about reading. 
Project Narrative 
Introduction | Launch 
I left the second summer of the Pulse full of enthusiasm to begin my research, and I was 
eager to plan the perfect Family Read Aloud Club. I knew the book club was just what was 
needed to boost the active reading outside of my classroom walls. I was hopeful Covid-19 was 
coming to an end, and my dreams of a face-to-face book club would take shape. I had the perfect 




desserts. When it was clear this school year would be different, I redirected my plans and 
promoted the club to fit these new circumstances and restrictions.  
 As in previous years, I started my school year building a strong foundation for the love of 
reading. I presented the 40 Book Challenge on the second day of school, and my 5th graders 
started their reading journey. It was critical to begin with independent reading and build stamina 
before the introduction of another reading program.  
The timing and delivery of my new program needed to be spot on, concise, and doable for 
parents; parents did not need something extra to think about or did they? Was this just what 
they needed to remain connected with their child and their education? 
Early in my research, I learned about the staggering decline of read aloud and the 
negative attitudes associated with reading in upper elementary. I was shocked to see the decline 
in both parents and students. These findings were a huge eye-opener to the work needed to 
impart the importance of read aloud. The statistics reported by Scholastic Reading Report led me 
to believe I needed to know how parents and students in Missoula, Montana viewed reading and 
read aloud. Was it really as bad as the national findings? 
I decided to send a survey before the start of the club (Appendix A). I heard from 35 of 66 
families and gained insightful data that helped me understand the direction and support needed 
for my reading program. I also acquired data from all fifth-grade students at Jeannette Rankin 
Elementary. My findings confirmed the negative attitude and habits associated with reading in 
upper grades. 
I continued my research of successful book club components and designed the 




addition to the many benefits for child and parent. I needed to communicate that this was a 
worthwhile cause, and I relied on engaging paperwork and videos to hook the parents and make 
my point clear. I constructed explicit expectations and commitments for the book club and 
outlined a schedule for the project's duration. I embedded an introduction video in our digital 
open house, and the sign-up paperwork went out to families mid-September (Appendix B). A 
total of 16 families committed to the club. Book club #1 launched the final week in September.  
Implementation | Framework  
While I worked on communication and sign-ups for families, I also considered what 
information was essential to support parents in my first ever Family Read Aloud Club. For book 
club #1 and the remainder that followed, I prepared parent support pages that included 
encouragement and helpful tips for the process (Appendix C). Determined to make this 
manageable for families, I provided a flexible schedule breaking down the book's chapters. I 
included a section on book facts: number of pages and chapters in the book, the length of audio 
time, and a breakdown of how many minutes of reading would need to be done each week to 
keep with the proposed schedule (Appendix C). For some, I knew the timing would be too long, 
and for others, I figured they would need every last minute to finish reading. With the intent to 
support continued reading for early finishers, I supplied a bookmark with an additional 10 titles 
(Appendix C). This formatting was done to ensure read aloud was doable, even when life was 
busy and full of other tasks and obligations.  
I delivered the first book, "Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH," to families in a well-
organized book bag at the end of September (Appendix D). Parents received an email describing 




resource page containing active links for purchasing extra copies of the book, along with local 
book store and library options. Lastly, my contact information was shared along with resources 
such as Jim Trelease's website, Sarah Mackenzie's blogs for "The Read Aloud Family," and the 
Scholastic Reading Report. I watched the book bags leave my room, and I was excited about the 
work I produced.  
The time between the delivery of the book bags and the completion of the first book was 
unsettling. I questioned my process and realized feedback was essential to understanding the 
process and how to proceed with future book clubs. I created feedback surveys for parents and 
students to complete following each book club. I wanted to be mindful of the time these would 
take to complete, so I kept them simple and focused on asking questions related to my key goals 
(Appendix E). I kept the feedback forms the same for all five book clubs, as I wanted to compare 
attitudes and reactions for the work each month. 
During the course of club #1, I prepared for our first Zoom gathering. The primary 
purpose for hosting a gathering was to have a collective and community-based discussion 
surrounding the book of the month. In addition, the scheduled time commitment also promoted 
finishing the book. I struggled with not meeting families face-to-face, but found a way to engage 
kids online and connect them and their community to the book. Each student brought a personal 
item to share, an item related to the book, and these items changed each month. This was one of 
my favorite parts of the community gatherings. Based on Mackenzie's advice, I wrote my own 
compelling questions for each book discussion (Appendix D). I knew there was importance for 
opened-ended questions that did not require an exact answer, and these types of questions 




Following the group meetups, I sent participants the follow-up survey and received 
feedback. When the survey results from club #1 came in, I was ecstatic with the findings. I had all 
students and 15 of the 16 parents share their thoughts and attitudes on book club #1. 100% of 
parents and students said read aloud was a positive influence on their family. 100% of students 
and parents enjoyed reading together. 
Book club #1 was a huge learning experience and gave me the foundation for proceeding 
with the remainder of the clubs. Research and parent feedback drove my decisions for parent 
support pages for clubs 2-5. Additional support pages included: myths of read aloud, discussion 
and asking compelling questions, making connections and discussing complex content using 
books, and choosing books for family read aloud (Appendix C). Along with the support pages, I 
continued to provide a framework and schedule for monthly reading (Appendix). I had not 
intended to provide this information after book club #1, but after reviewing the feedback, many 
parents used the schedule and found it helpful. 
Monthly Zoom meetings occurred, and students continued to participate by sharing 
personal connections to the stories and discussing compelling questions. As the facilitator, I 
worked to improve the quality of each meeting and found new ways to promote meaningful 
conversations between students and parents. 
With the start of book club #4, I began releasing my responsibility and allowed families to 
choose between two books. I announced the choices at the end of our ZOOM call, and families 
signed up on feedback on the survey. Many parents acknowledge how excited their child was to 




Families chose their book for the fifth and final book club, created their schedule, and 
hosted their discussion. The support pages for the final club revolved around choosing engaging 
read aloud books and planning for casual vs. organized family discussion. I hosted a final zoom 
meeting for students to share their family book to encourage others to choose their next book 
and continue with family read aloud.  
Discussion | Analysis 
Introductory Reading Attitudes/Habits Survey 
The Reading Habits Survey administered at the start of the project solidified the need to 
increase positive attitudes towards read aloud and develop habits at home (Appendix A). 
There was a concerning discrepancy between parent and child on the overall view of 
reading. The data revealed that students at Jeannette Rankin were receiving little to no read 
aloud outside of school. 56% of students shared they did not want to be read aloud to even if the 
Table 1- Reading Attitude/Habits Survey 
Survey Question Parent  Student 
In your family, is reading important? 74.3% very important 
25.7% somewhat  
26% very important 
67.1% somewhat 
How does your child prefer to read? 
-multiple responses selected 
91.4% read to self 
54.3% read aloud 
86.5% read to self 
21.6% read aloud 
Is read aloud happening in the home?  17.1% yes 





Would you like support on reading aloud at home? 17.% yes 
82.9% no 
N/A 
Would you like someone to be reading to you at home? N/A 14.8% yes 
29.5% maybe 
55.7% no 









option was available. This particular statistic struck me, as Ledger pointed out that 87% of 
students wanted a greater frequency of being read aloud to at home (2018, 131).  
Not only were a significant number of 5th-grade families not reading to their children, but 
83% of parents also responded they did not need support on how to read aloud with their child. 
This data lent itself to Christenson's research and analysis of the parent-teacher partnership. 
Parents may be scared to receive help as they view their skills as inadequate; therefore, they 
don't want help from educators (2004, 7). This information confirmed an even greater desire to 
offer strong aid and support to parents empowering them to feel confident and comfortable in 
the realm of read aloud. 
Book Club Feedback | Survey Results 
The overall results from the Family Read Aloud Club were a step in the right direction; It 
was possible to turn around the reading decline. Parents placed value on reading and time spent 
together, and students viewed reading as a pleasurable and worthwhile task. After culminating 
the data from clubs 1-4, 95% of parents and 93.5% of students shared read aloud was a positive 
experience for their family. It felt great knowing that 100% of parents enjoyed reading to their 
child, while 95% of students enjoyed listening to their parents read. On average, 7 siblings joined 
the 5th-grade student and parent during the read aloud.  
Not only was the experience positive, but parents and students acknowledged an overall 
increase in reading habits. Families were reading the month's selected book, and an average of 4 
families chose to start a new book before the next book bag went out. Also, 63.8% of parents 




uptick in independent reading habits, with 38.5% of students and 21.4 % of parents reporting an 
increase in habits.  
Reflecting on survey data, book club #1 was the toughest on families. There were more 
touchpoints for "lack of time" and "being on board" than any other club. With each club after 
that, these types of indicators decreased or were none existent. I attribute these initial 
feelings/attitudes to the newness of read aloud. Humans can't build good habits overnight. A 
parent, Jessica Johnsons, who after book club #1 said they struggled, acknowledged after book 
club #3, "We are in a groove and know what to expect. Brady is begging for it." These types of 
comments solidified my need to support and build a routine.  
While research indicates time as the number one factor for not reading at home, I did not 
find this to be a problem with the Family Read Aloud Club. In the end, 70.8% of parents felt the 
time allotment was just right, and 21.1% replied that it felt too long. When families had a reading 
goal, they made the time needed. The club structure provided families with a manageable plan 
for executing the expectations and routines. In my monthly parent support pages, I shared read 
aloud did not need to be perfect and could be tailored to fit individual family needs. This project 
shows it is a commitment to prioritizing your time and valuing the benefits you are creating.  
The results and feedback gained from the closing survey created a clear sense of why this 
work must be done (Appendix F). Parent and child both claimed spending time and making 
connections as their most important benefit from read aloud. Many recognized the time as 
quality, consistent, and intentional. Parents felt this opportunity exposed their children to new 
genres and books they may not have otherwise chosen and reminded them of how much they 




Parents knew there would be benefits to read aloud, but there were unexpected 
outcomes and new learning in the end. For many, it was seeing their child enthusiastic about 
reading. For others, it was the deep conversation had about the books and the opportunity to 
gain insight into their minds. Lastly, many shared how quickly it became a habit and an easy part 
of their routine.  
What I Was not Expecting 
I underestimated the idea of connections in the beginning. I set out to deliver books, 
bring families together, and get some reading done. What transpired and what I saw between 
child, teacher, and parent was more than I could have imagined. There was a new bond between 
us. It was simple and usually unspoken, but it was there. With this era of hybrid learning, the 
pandemic, and so many unknowns, we created something worthwhile and uplifting, benefiting 
the family culture and the overall classroom community.  
I felt this bond for the first time following book club #1. There was a light in the kids' eyes. 
Whether they were walking through the door excited to share they had finished the book, to 
described a conversation they had at home, or to tell me about their high school brother joining 
them during reading, we were now connected and bonding in a way that felt different. Maybe it 
was the idea we were in this together, a team. It wasn't an assignment. It felt good to be reading 
something shared, and while apart, to know we were a collective unit. 
Whether at school or at home, these new connections allowed all of us to view others in 
a new light. We all saw each other a little differently than we had before the club started. For the 




While I was the facilitator and the club's organizer, I was also a member: reading, discussing, and 
getting excited over the same book. 
The bonds built at home allowed parent and child to see each other with new eyes. The 
child saw their parent reading with a silly voice, being present with them, and discussing ideas 
and topics outside of the "standard" conversation. The parent saw their grown child fall in love 
with books, snuggle up beside them like the good old days, and ask for more time. As a teacher, 
it was a pure pleasure watching a parent take in their child's words and conversation on ZOOM. 
Parents were proud, and maybe, for the first time, they got to hear their child speak and defend 
their answer at a level in which they were not expecting.  
There were layers of connections, and while subtle, these connections bonded individual 
families, bonded teacher to student, and bonded families together as an educational community. 
The Family Read Aloud Club impacted my classroom community.  
Curiosities | Unanswered Questions 
There were a plethora of discoveries made during the Family Read Aloud Club, but along 
with these findings, there were also unanswered questions and curiosities. 
First of all, the majority of parents who joined the club already viewed reading as 
important. In my group of 16, most students were proficient readers and read for enjoyment not 
only at school, but also at home. Both parents and students were excited, eager, and committed 
to more reading time. Was there more I could have done to entice my resistant or even 
compliant readers to take part, build a routine, and change their thinking around read aloud? 
Signing up for the club fell on the parent. When it came down to it, an advocate at home was 




quite understand the scope of the project? Nonetheless, I was unsure of how to get my 
unmotivated parents and students to join.  
These questions led me to believe the demographics of my school played an important 
role in the overall success of the program.  Socio-economic status is defined in three ways: 
eduation, occupation, and income. I had proficient readers and educated, upper-class parents. 
Had the general population of students come from a poverty stricken neighborhood or 
uneducated, unemployed households, the results could have been different. “SES can affect 
parents’ cognitive and reactive modes in relation to society and family members. Parents in low 
SES families face more financial pressure and emotional exhaustion, which are associated with 
low income and self-efficacy. This may cause parents to use negative, unkind strategies to get 
along with their children and result in an undesirable parent–child partnership and participation 
(Chen 2018).” Socio-economic factors may limit student academic achievement and parenental 
participation in a program such as the Family Read Aloud Club.    
I had high hopes of the Family Read Aloud Club creating a buzz for reading, and the 
excitement would spread to other families not participating. One of the questions on my 
repeated surveys was: would you recommend the Family Read Aloud Club to others? Every 
month parents answered with an overwhelming yes. In fact, 98.6% of parents and 83.4% of 
students said they would recommend the Family Read Aloud Club to those not participating. 
However, I did nothing to encourage the recommendation. 
My largest curiosity and goal for this project was the sustainability of read aloud at home. 
Without the calendars, dates, and books going home, would these families continue to value the 




question: do you plan to continue reading to your child after the Family Read Aloud club is over? 
My data showed that 73.3% of families planned to continue a book a month, while 26.7% said 
they would continue to read a book together periodically. I was ecstatic to see so many families 
eager to continue. Although many shared fears of choosing books and not having a schedule to 
hold them accountable, they were still determined to try. There is no guarantee, but I am 
hopeful that reading aloud becomes a new part of their routine.  
Implications for the classroom 
After researching and witnessing the positive effects of the Family Read Aloud Club, the 
simple act of read aloud in my classroom has changed. Read aloud is now non-negotiable and has 
a permanent place on my daily schedule board. Researchers admit read aloud in the classroom is 
the first item to be chopped, yet with my newfound understanding of its importance, I make sure 
it happens every day. I have also loosened up my expectations for read aloud time. In the past, 
students in my room were asked to listen, not free draw, work, or move about. Makenzie 
acknowledges the need to fidget and keep hands busy. She shares an excerpt from Dr. Michael 
Gurian, "For kids, the information goes deeper into the brain when the child physically moves or 
fidgets with their hands; it's how their brains are wired (2018, 116)." Now, I allow doodle time 
and intentionally create and share doodle pages with my students to create better-listening 
opportunities. I shared this with parents in book club #2 and have allowed it with my fidgety 
children. 
Lastly, I have used read aloud as a time to model fluency and promote reading for 
pleasure. I have chosen the advice of many read aloud experts and kids and dropped the 




providing interactive read aloud with the goal of modeling and building skill practice; however, I 
disagree with their intentions and plan to continue reading, sharing, and enjoying books for the 
pure pleasure of it. I want my read aloud to turn the reading decline around, expose students to 
good literature, and lastly, to motivate and build a strong enthusiasm for reading.    
To Further Explore 
The Family Read Aloud Club should be implemented sooner than fifth grade. With reading 
habits and attitudes declining as early as age 9, teachers must promote healthy and positive read 
aloud habits in the primary grades. I plan to reach out to my peers and colleagues at Jeannette 
Rankin Elementary to share the good news about turning around the reading decline and 
supporting parents on the journey to read aloud success. I am hopeful that with strong support 
pages and structure, parents at any grade level could benefit from this program.  
Conclusion 
The hours spent reading at school are not enough. The bulk of student time, 7,800 hours 
a year, is spent away from school; it is imperative that students use some of these hours to read, 
be it aloud or silent. These extra hours of reading benefit the student's academic growth and 
proficiency. 
 Yet, asking for more hours at home is not an easy task. Parents avoid forcing a child to 
read for fear of the child hating it and eventually stopping. Yet, according to Trelease, forcing a 
child to read can be akin to brushing teeth or changing underwear. They do not stop doing these 
things when they grow up, so why do we think forcing a child to read will kill the love of reading? 
Parents must make the reading appealing, and read aloud is one way to do that. "If you require a 




that you think household and personal hygiene is more important than the child's brain cells 
(2017, 79). 
Many parents and teachers want a quick fix, but there is no fast solution. It is the attitude 
and habits placed on reading that turns this decline around. It is possible to do, but it takes 
diligence from all parties involved: teachers, parents, and students. We must all work together to 
support these habits, and having a positive advocate at home is essential and the first step 
necessary for the turn-around to occur. 
Parents must be role models and encourage positive book habits in the home. When 
parents give the time, there are so many benefits: child-parent connections, viewing reading as 
pleasurable, and increasing independent reading. Teachers must be willing to support and 
encourage academic programs outside of school. Asking for more reading is simply not enough. 
There is no guarantee that read aloud establishes proficient and lifelong readers, but 
without question, read aloud will nurture the parent-child relationship and send a clear message 
that spending uninterrupted quality time is enormously important.  
It takes a village to mentor and motivate children to discover the magic books hold. With 
this work, I am hopeful that I halted the decline related to reading and sowed the seeds of 
reading desire for some students. For, "The more you read, the better you get at it; the better 
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Anticipated Results and Outcomes
• Sign up TODAY!
• Read monthly books
• Attend club meetings
• Take a short follow up
survey after each 
gathering
• Showcase/celebration
week of April 5th
• May do-online activities
• Closing survey
Book Club Dates
A word from Mrs. Papp
Commitments
Family Read Aloud CLUB
Building a community of readers and fostering positive relationships at home.
I am currently working to complete my Master’s of Arts Integration in Education through the 
University of Montana.   This year I will commit a year of research and work toward building a 
community of readers and supporting parents to foster a positive reading environment and 
routine at home.
In the classroom, your child is taking part in the 40 book challenge in the classroom.  As an 
extension and a way to bridge the connection between school and home, I am offering a Read 
Aloud Club during the academic year.  Participating families will take part in 5 book clubs.  I will 
provide tools, tips, research and a framework to successfully implement an authentic, 
meaningful at-home reading experience.  I will facilitate the book club gatherings and will work 
to support families in developing an understanding of read aloud and a routine that will carry on 
past our time together.  
We’re living through unprecedented times.  Reading is one way to cope and process. The intention 
of this work is FUN, meaningful time spent together.  This should NOT feel like extra work.  To 
unify as a community of readers, families will join a secure online platform (Seesaw) where you
can share photographs, simple work, and respond to prompts.  These items will be 5-10 minute 
tasks.
Please join me on this reading adventure. Sign up on Pg. 2.  I would love your support.
Book Club Reading Window Meeting Date
Book #1 Sept. 28- Oct. 30 Nov. 3 or 4
Book #2 Nov. 9- Dec. 11 Dec. 15 or 16
Book #3 Dec. 21- Jan. 15 Jan. 19 or 20
Book #4 Jan. 25- Feb. 19 Feb. 23 or 24
Book #5 March 1- April 2 Week of Aril 5th
Genuine child and parent connection ~ understand the importance of read aloud for older kids 
~ have meaningful conversations around books ~ develop and establish an at-home reading 
routine ~ build life- longer readers ~ partnership between school and home.
B-1
Family Read Aloud Sign Up
If you would like to participate in the Read Aloud 
Club, please use the QR code at right or return 
the paper form below by Friday, September 25th.
If you are undecided and have questions for Mrs. 
Papp, use the QR code at right to ask questions 
about the program and I’ll get back to you.  
Digital Sign up!
Paper Sign up!
Please complete the information below and return to your homeroom 
teacher by Friday, September 25th.
~ Cut Here ~
Parent Name: ______________________   Parent Email: ____________________________
Student Name: _____________________  Student homeroom: _____________________
Parent Signature: ______________________________________________________________
Please enroll our family
A word on books……
For the first 3 book clubs, I will provide ONE book per family. Please indicate on 
the sign up if your family will be able to purchase, find, or check out a book on 
your own for clubs 4 and 5.  I will provide purchase options for all books.  
THANK YOU!
Our family can get books for clubs 3 and 4
Our family will need support with books
Use your camera to 
read QR Code
Read aloud is unquestionably a beloved and important family event. 
2 options for signing up….
B-2
B-3
Book Club #1 Parent Support
The bottom line is, there isn’t a right or wrong way of reading aloud, except if you just don’t do it. .
Where to start…..
First and foremost, please have fun with your child.  For book club #1 the 
goal is to develop a routine and schedule for reading.  Please consider using 
my sample schedule or make one that fits your family.
If you finish book #1 prior to our ZOOM meeting date of November 3 or 4, 
please see the list of additional books your child might like.
The Dos and Don’ts of Reading Aloud 
Dos Don’ts
• Start by reading the information on your 
book’s dust jacket.
• Allow both listener and reader to settle 
down and prepare mind and body for 
reading.  Mood is a significant factor in 
listening. 
• Say the name of the book, the author, and 
the illustrator.
• Begin each day asking what happened when 
you left off yesterday.
• Use expression while reading- don’t hesitate 
to be animated. 
• Adjust pace to fit the story.  Create 
suspense by slowing down and lowering voice.
• Read slowly enough for children to build 
mental pictures of what they hear.
• Try to finish an entire chapter or stop at a 
suspenseful spot.
• Allow time for discussion. 
• The more you read, the better you will 
become.
• Don’t read if your not going to have 
enough time to do it justice.
• Do not turn discussion into quizzes or 
insist upon teaching a reading skill.
• Don’t be unnerved by questions during 
the reading.
• Don’t impose interpretations of a story 
upon your audience; instead, let kids talk 
about it themselves.
• Don’t confuse quantity with quality.  10 
minutes of reading is better for the 
mind than 2 hrs. of TV.
• Don’t use reading and books as a threat. 
But perhaps the most important message that comes from reading aloud to your child is that 
it says you are worth the time this will take.  ~ Laminack Lester
C-1
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Book Bags come home this week! Chapters 1-4 (30 pages)
Chapters 5-10 (41 pages)
Chapters 11-16 (45 pages)
Chapters 17-22 (59 pages)
Chapters 23-27 (49 pages)
Book Facts: There are 233 total pages in the book, with 27 chapters.  
If listening to the book, the audio version is 6 hrs. and 13 minutes.
**If you read 3 days per week at 25 minutes per reading you will finish this book 
by October 31. 
Quick and easy steps to make time for reading…….
• Include all family members in the scheduling and time commitments.
• Read anywhere:  car, breakfast/dinner table, or patio.
• While bedtime is the most popular time of day to read, try reading before 
school, as kids are less tired and more engaged. 
• Make it a habit to read at a certain time of day. Use triggers such as “after 
dinner” to remind you to read.
• Limit distractions such as:  TV, devices, cell phones, and video games. 
• Don’t make it feel like a requirement, reading is a gift and pleasurable. 








• The Tale of 
Despereaux
• The Mouse and the 
Motorcycle
• Gregor the Olander
• Warrior Series
• The Whipping Boy
• James and Giant 
Peach




• The Miraculous 
Journey of Edward 
Tulane 
• build a strong 
relationship with your 
child.
• help your child see 
the world.
• talk about difficult 
subjects.
• make your child think, 
feel, and learn life 
lessons.
• relate life to 
characters and 
situations.
• understand others 
and our differences.
• inspire to do good.
• laugh
• become familiar with 
new topics.
• sow the seeds of 
reading desire
• model good reading.
C-3
Book Club #2 Parent Support
Anytime spent reading with our kids is time well spent.
So consider…..
Debunking the Myths of Read-Aloud
Teachers and parents alike are killing the love of reading for kids; taking it right out.   We engrain a sense of 
purpose in reading:  to complete it, answer a question, write a book report, or take a quiz.  “We literally school 
the love of reading right out of our kids and then we worry because they aren’t taken up with the voracious 
love of literature and a burning desire to enjoy reading for pleasure.” ~ Sarah Mackenzie (The Read Aloud Family)
• It’s the parent’s attitude about reading and the atmosphere created in the home that matters. 
• It is essential to communicate with words, actions, and attitudes that reading is worthwhile for its own 
sake: for pure pleasure and enjoyment.
• There is a time and place for literacy analysis, but home may not be that place.  Home is where we can 
fall in love with books.
Myth #1: You need to do a lot of reading to make a difference.  
• Reading every day is not necessary, especially with busy schedules.
• 10 minutes a day amounts to 30 hours of reading per year. Do a little bit over a long period of 
time; it all adds up!
• Find time to sneak in reading: arrive to practice early, sit a while longer at the dinner table, or get 
up a few minutes early. 
Myth #2: Reading only counts if YOU do the reading.
• We’ve convinced ourselves that audiobooks don’t count as reading.  Listening to reading is in fact 
reading:  it’s about sharing a book together.
• Audiobooks tend to fit into peoples schedules easier.  Allow for a skilled narrator to do the reading.  
Kids still benefit even if it’s not your voice they hear.
Myth #3: Light books don’t count. 
• Books don’t need to be long or at a child’s reading level.   Plan to read something light, enjoyable, and 
delightful.
• Lighter books kids will read voraciously, gaining fluency and speed while discovering that reading is 
enjoyable.  These books turn kids into readers. 
Myth #4: Kids should be sitting still during read aloud.
• Studies show that listening increases when kids are allowed to actively engage in an activity with 
their hands.  
• Kids will listen longer and stay more focused if allowed to move. 
Myth #5: If it doesn’t look the way YOU imaged, you must be doing something wrong. 
• Reading aloud DOESN’T need to be perfect; it will rarely look the way you imagined.
• Even if it’s noisy, messy, and more chaotic than you’d like, it works.
If you  want to raise a reader, you should not reply solely on your child’s school.  It’s up to parents to create an 
atmosphere where a child’s reading life can flourish ~  Dr. Daniel Willingham (Raising Kids Who Read)
C-4
Book Facts: There are 184 total pages in the book, with 10 chapters.  
If listening to the book, the audio version is 3 hrs. and 45 minutes.
**If you read 3 days per week at 15-20 minutes per reading you will finish this 
book by December 4th.
• Keep the book handy, out in plain sight, and available.  Ex:  kitchen counter.
• Make reading a habit- peg it to something else that happens each day:  during 
breakfast, prior to bed, or after brushing teeth.
• Start early in the day before you’re too tired. 
• Set limitations on screens and devices:  choose to read instead.
• Let kids play with clay, Legos, or draw while you read.
• Provide a healthy snack while reading.   Please enjoy your popcorn treat!
Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have questions or concerns.
Chapters 1 and 2
Chapters 3 and 4
Chapters 5, 6, and 7
Chapters 8, 9, and 10
Book Club #1 ZOOM dates 
To encourage engagement of read aloud at home, try these tips:
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Book Club #3 Begins:  Restart by Gordan Korman 
December 14 -January 15.  Book Club #3 ZOOM Jan. 19 & 20 
Book Club #2 ZOOM dates 
Chapters 8, 9, and 10
Things to consider following the book:
Visit the Missoula Art Museum: 335 N Pattee St, Missoula, MT 59802
Watch the Movie for free:  https://tubitv.com (search Mrs. Basil)
Metropolitan Museum of Art:  Visit the kids interactive page or take a 
virtual tour. https://www.metmuseum.org/art/online-features/metkids/
This is a short read.  If you finish early and liked the 
book Mrs. Basil, consider choosing a book off of the 
“You’ll like…..” bookmark. 
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If you liked…..
Mrs. Basil, then 
you’ll like…
• The Penderwicks
• The Parker 
Inheritance
• Dear Mr. Henshaw
• The Egypt Game
• Missing May 
• The Bridge to 
Terabithia 
• Escape from Mr. 
Lemoncello’s 
Library
• The View from 
Saturday 
• Maniac Magee 
• Walk Two Moons
• My Side of the 
Mountain 
If you liked…..
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• Missing May 
• The Bridge to 
Terabithia 
• Escape from Mr. 
Lemoncello’s 
Library
• The View from 
Saturday 
• Maniac Magee 
• Walk Two Moons
• My Side of the 
Mountain 
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Book Club #3 Parent Support
Discussion is the primary way we get to know and connect with our children.
Asking the wrong question is guaranteed to kill any meaningful discussion 
about books.  
Example 1:  Did you like it? (Ask questions that require more than a “yes” or “no” answer.)
Example 2:  What was the main idea? (Don’t school your children at home, silence the 
teacher talk and build a cozy book club environment, not a formal classroom).
Intentional Conversation….is an event.  It’s a time you schedule for the purpose of 
talking about books.  This is very similar to a book club gathering. 
Organic Conversation…. crops up out of nowhere during the unplanned parts of the day. 
It can last anywhere from a few minutes to a half an hour.  These happen frequently.
The 5 Keys to Conversation
1. Don’t talk about every book
2. There are no right answers
3. Compelling questions matter more than compelling answers 
4. Plant seeds and step aside
5. Keep it easygoing, warm, and friendly
What makes a compelling question?
❖ Compelling questions are open-ended.
• Be curious how his/her mind works and about what kind of unique and 
amazing person he/she is becoming. 
❖ Compelling questions can be asked about ANY book.
• The depth of the conversation will vary depending on the story and the 
age development of the child. 
❖ Compelling questions can be used alone or alongside others.
• Often ask 1 question, but no more than 3.  
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Book Club #3 Parent Support
Don’t worry if the answers are NOT profound.  That will come with time and practice. 
This is how we build a family culture around books. This is how we make 
meaningful and lasting connections with our kids.
Ten Compelling Questions
1.  What does the character want, an why can’t he or she have it?
2.  Should he or she have done that?
3.  How is X like Y? Or how is X different from Y?
4.  Who is the most  ____ in the story?
5.  What does this story or character remind you of?
6.  What is the character most afraid of?
7.  What would you change about the setting of main character if 
you were writing this book?
8.  What surprised you most?
9.  Which character most reminds you of yourself?
10. What is something you don’t want to forget from this book 




Book Club #2 ZOOM dates 
Book Facts: There are 258 total pages in the book, with 30 chapters.  
If listening to the book, the audio version is 6 hrs. long.
**If you read 3 days per week at 25 minutes per reading you will finish this book 
by January 15th.
Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have questions or concerns.
Chapters 1-6
Before reading……Choose 1 or both of these experiences to share with your family!
RESEARCH the medal of Honor
One of the characters in the story, Mr. Solway, was awarded the Medal of Honor.  Discuss with your 
child what they know about this award.  Research together to find out more about this prestigious 
honor. 
DISCUSS the power of friendship
Ask your child to share their thoughts on friendship.
• What does it mean to be a friend? 
• What traits do you look for in a friend?




Book Club #4 January 25 – February 19 







Book Club #4 Preparation…….
Families will choose 1 of 2 books for book club #4. There will be one ZOOM session for each.  Please discuss 
with your family which book you’d like to read.  Selection will occur on the Book Club#2 follow up survey.  
Joe and Ravi might be from very different places, 
but they're both stuck in the same place: SCHOOL.
Joe's lived in the same town all his life, and was 
doing just fine until his best friends moved away. 
Ravi's family just moved to America from India, and 
he's finding it pretty hard to fit in. Joe and Ravi 
don't think they have anything in common -- but 
soon enough they have a common enemy.
Brian is on his way to Canada to visit his estranged 
father when the pilot of his small prop plane suffers 
a heart attack. Brian is forced to crash-land the 
plane in a lake--and finds himself stranded in the 
remote Canadian wilderness with only his clothing 






• The Insignificant 
Life of a Cactus 
• Front Desk 
• Because of Mr. 
Terupt
• Fish in a Tree
• Save Me a Seat
• Out of my Mind




• The Remarkable 
Journey of Coyote 
Sunrise 





• The Insignificant 
Life of a Cactus 
• Front Desk 
• Because of Mr. 
Terupt
• Fish in a Tree
• Save Me a Seat
• Out of my Mind




• The Remarkable 
Journey of Coyote 
Sunrise 
• Mustaches for 
Maddie
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Book Club #4 Parent Support
Our attitude about reading and the atmosphere we create in our home matters. 
Create positive reading experiences for your child- Parents underestimate 
how much their own attitude of reading influences their child’s reading habits. 
• Be seen as a reader yourself. Parents who enjoy reading and are seen as 
readers tend to pass these attitudes on to children.  Let kids see you with a 
book of your own.
• Have access to LOTS of books in the home.  Make reading accessible, put books 
around the entire house. 
• Talk positively about reading and it’s benefits.  It’s essential to communicate 
with words and actions that reading is worthwhile for it’s own sake.  
• At home, read for pleasure and enjoyment rather than academics.  You are 
creating a life-long love of reading.  Don’t make reading a chore, and keep
academics for the teacher.
• Keep discussion of books easygoing and friendly. Don’t burden the read aloud 
with academic questions.  This kills the pleasure of reading and the bond.
• Show an interest in what your child is reading.  Share with him/her what you are 
currently reading or what you hope to read next. 
Books Create Family Bonds
Be completely and totally present with your child.  He/she will notice when given 
the uninterrupted gift of time.  Stories will act as a bridge when you can’t 
seem to find another way to connect.
Create a partnership Choose books together, both ask and answer genuine 
questions, share memories and connections, talk 
about the past and the future.
Include the whole family Ask siblings and ALL parents to join.  Make it a family 
event. Fathers have a huge impact on reading too.
Make time for reading Habits become routine.  Make it part of your 
daily/weekly routine.  Find a time that works for 
everyone.  Limit distractions such as TV and devices.   
Enjoy comfort Relax, step outside of the noise and hustle/bustle.  
Take the opportunity to snuggle, enjoy family snacks, 
and most importantly laugh.
Be creative and flexible While nighttime is the most common reading time, 
read at different times of the day.  Try an audiobook 
or sneak a few minutes at the dinner table.
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Book Club #4 Parent Support
Read aloud to:
• Encounter/discuss hard questions and think deeply about big issues and topics through 
the lens of a character. 
• Understand different points of view and find your place in the world.
• Experience stories of those who are alike or different than you.  
• Understand that life will be difficult, but like the characters, you are capable of facing 
the challenges. 
• Transform the soul: live like a hero, feel truth, and become better than you are right 
now. 
• Notice the breathtaking world we otherwise take for granted or discover all the things 
about the world you don’t know yet. 
• Walking a mile in someone else's shoes. 
• Education of the heart: stories teach you how to love.
• Cultivate imagination: wander, stretch, and grow.
Reading gives the gift of practice:
A story allows children to practice living through experiences.  As parents there are so 
many things to teach a child, many lessons to impart.  It is said, “A person who reads 
lives a thousand lives, but a person who never reads lives only one.”  Reading aloud gives 
you the opportunity to give children a thousand lives to live before leaving home. 
Stories awaken us to the beauty and bedlam of the word.
See the World, Build Experience, and Develop Empathy
Keep in mind…..
Maintain an easygoing, friendly approach when you talk to you kids about books.   We 
don’t want our kids to feel like we are trying to improve or shape them by talking with 
them about books.   Kids will open up more and will be more comfortable talking about 
books if you approach them with a kind and gentle attitude. 
Reading together as a family in a tumultuous world provides young people with 
consistency, and a sense that they have something special to look forward to 
each and every time:  Meaningful time together. ~Mary Ann Cappiello~
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Chapters 1-5
Book Club #3 ZOOM dates 
Book Facts: There are 192 total pages in the book, with 20 chapters.  
If listening to the book, the audio version is 3 hours and 42 minutes.
**If you read 3 days per week at 15 minutes per reading you will finish this book 
by February 19th.
Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have questions or concerns.
More ways to connect……..
Find ways to connect your lives to the book.
Before and after reading suggestions:
1. Discuss keeping secrets.  When is it okay to share a secret?
2. Go through your families 1st Aid Kit.  Review contents as a family, where it is kept, 
and replenish items if necessary. 





Book Club #4 ZOOM dates 
Chapters 16-epiloque
Book Club #5 Preparation…….
Run a family book club of your own.  Choice is an important part 
reading and keeping the motivation.  For club #5 families will select 
their own book and provide the discussion opportunities.  You can 
purchase/choose on your own or I can supply a book selection to kids 
at school.  Please start considering the book your family would like to 
read.   I’ll be looking for feedback on the next survey.
Book Club #5 (The Final Club) March 1st-April 2nd
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Chapters 1-6
Book Club #3 ZOOM dates 
Book Facts: There are 201 total pages in the book, with 25 chapters.  
If listening to the book, the audio version is 3 hours and 59 minutes.
**If you read 3 days per week at 15 minutes per reading you will finish this book 
by February 19th.
Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have questions or concerns.
More ways to connect……..
Find ways to connect your lives to the book.
Before and after reading suggestions:
1. Discuss family traditions.  What new traditions would you like to start?
2. Imagine a world without sound.  What sounds would you miss or not miss?
3. Choose 1 or make both of the recipes included in the back of the book.  




Book Club #4 ZOOM dates 
Chapters 19-25
Book Club #5 Preparation…….
Run a family book club of your own.  Choice is an important part 
reading and keeping the motivation.  For club #5 families will select 
their own book and provide the discussion opportunities.  You can 
purchase/choose on your own or I can supply a book selection to kids 
at school.  Please start considering the book your family would like to 
read.   I’ll be looking for feedback on the next survey.








• Lost in the 
Antarctic
• Running on the Roof 
of the World
• Call it Courage
• The Skeleton Tree





• I am Still Alive
• Bad Call
• Deadfall
• Sign of the Beaver
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If you liked…..Save 
Me a Seat, then 
you’ll like…
If you liked…..Save 




• Because of Mr. 
Terupt
• Ban This Book
• Mrs. Bixby’s Last 
Day




• Walk Two Moons
• Rules 
• Maxi’s Secret
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• Maxi’s Secret
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Zoi Washington
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Jim Trelease’s advice on building proficient readers:
Book Club #5
Book Club #5 Parent Support
When Children learn to love books, they learn to LOVE reading.  ~ Jim Trelease
1. The more you read, the better you get at it, the better you get at it, the more you like it; 
and the more you like it, the more you do it. 
2.  The more you read, the more you know; The more you know, the smarter you grow.
Choosing books of your OWN
As you select books, think about….
1. Good books appeal to all ages. 
2. Good books fill the reader/listener with hope.
3. Tapping into the interest of your child. 
4. Honoring your child’s choices.
5. Considering trusted book lists.
Choosing books without a book list….
If you don’t have a read loud book list handy, conduct the 3 
question test when considering books.  First, flip open the 
book and read the first few paragraphs or pages.  Now, skip 
toward the middle, and do the same thing.  This shouldn’t 
take you long, just enough to give you a taste.  Then, quickly 
answer these 3 questions:
1. Images:  Can you picture the scene in your mind’s eye?  
Is the text capable of transporting you into the story 
so that you see it vividly in your own imagination?
2. Vocabulary: Do the word choices seem rich and varied? 
The best types of read aloud contain a vied range of 
words – the kinds of words you want to speak aloud.
3. Curiosity:  Are you interested in finding out what happens 
next?  The book probably won’t be worth reading if you 
answer this questions with a “no.”
Know when to ditch a book:  Ditch a book that isn’t 
lighting you up.  You want your family’s read aloud time to 
be enjoyable, not overshadowed by a sense of obligation and 
frustration.   Delight matters a lot when it comes to sharing 
books with your kids. 
1. Enjoy the book your 
family or child picked out.
2. Set your own schedule 
for finishing the book by 
April 2nd.
3. Discuss compelling 
questions casually 
throughout book or 
schedule a book club 
event at your home.
4. Come to our final ZOOM 
meeting on April 6th to 
share your book.
Book Sharing OPTIONS
(Choose 1 or come up 
with your own idea)
❖ A simple book talk.
❖ Bring an object to share 
connected to your book.
❖ Create a collaborative 
piece of art.
❖ Create a short skit for 
the group.
❖ Write a poem.
Each family will have 2 minutes to 
share their family book.
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Thank You! Moving Forward
The FIRE of literacy is created by the emotional sparks between child, a book, and the person reading.
I appreciate you……
I can’t thank you enough for being on this journey with me.  I hope you’ve seen first hand 
the benefits read aloud has to offer, even in the upper grades.  I hope you continue to be 
a positive role model to your student on what it means to be a life-longer reader.   This is 
only the beginning of your read aloud journey.  You have the tools, confidence, and practice 
to continue this very important work with your kids.  Happy reading!
Love, Mrs. Papp   
Resources for read aloud SUCCESS:
Things to remember as you continue with your own read aloud..…
• The more you read, the better you will become.
• Honor kids choice in books and tap into their interests.
• Lead by example- make sure your child sees you reading for pleasure.
• Don’t overwhelm your listener with questions or discussion, let it happen. 
naturally. Continue compelling questions.
• 10 minutes a day is 30 hours a year.  A little goes a long way. 
• Don’t start reading If you are not going to have the time.
• Don’t use books as a threat.
• Let them fidget while reading.
• Your child is WORTH the time read aloud will take. 
Without the support of this book club, you may be looking for tools to motivate 
and keep you on this reading routine.  Building habits are important.  I have included 
the resources I’ve used, plus:
❖ Read Aloud Tracker and Incentive Chart
❖ Compelling Questions Bookmarks for easy discussion starters. 
Jim Trelease Read Aloud 
Handbook by: Jim Trelease
https://www.trelease-on-
reading.com/
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